Pseudoprimers cause somatic hypermutation of Ig genes.
It is proposed that hypermutation of the Ig gene is based on the use of "misprimers" (MPs) capable of competing with a true primer for the DNA. The MP is a product of the cleavage of the nascent transcript. Each MP has an erroneous base on its 3; terminus. Wobbling of the unpaired 3; end of the MP forces the DNA polymerase to make an error.